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Introduction
Naturally, all animals tend to develop a survival tactic to cope with the current situation under any unavoidable situation. In "Celebration" by Valgardson, the problem is similar. Eric, the main character in the short story, exposes his wife and children to immeasurable danger intentionally or under the influence of alcohol. The constant abusive trend made the children and marble (Eric’s wife) develop survival instincts. The unending fights between Eric and marble affected their children immensely. Mabel was equally affected by the abusive trend and developed a survival mechanism. Mabel and her two children were like a caged animals, never to break free from eternal suffering.
The hopelessness of ever breaking free from the abusive marriage made Mabel accept her role as a wife and a mother as defined by her husband. The acceptance of the roles was not out of goodwill but rather as a survival tactic. Mabel wanted a different life, but she was bound to obey Eric.  Eric wanted Mabel to assume the traditional stereotypical roles of a mother and a wife. Eric's role definition to his wife would later cause instability in their marriage and affect their children. For instance, during a particular fighting instance, Mabel was chased out of the house by Eric, which resulted in her sleeping in the cold the whole night. When Eric went out to look at her wife's whereabouts, she found her frozen in the severe winter weather. Of attention is that Eric blamed Mabel for freezing in the cold though he was the one responsible (Valgardson, 2003, p.69).
The household seemed to revolve around Eric. His needs came first than anyone else. Mabel occasionally resisted the egocentric behavior but ended up arguing and fighting with Eric. Of importance is that though the two fought sometimes, their children were never physically abused but rather psychologically. In one instance, while sharing bread after seeing that the first half was used, he had decided to take the rest and keep it for himself (p.60). Due to Eric's male dominance, his two children had developed an instinct to hide under the couch and stay motionless for hours due to helplessness. Of importance is that Mabel had developed an instinct of verbally abusing Eric in retaliation.
On several occasions, Mabel is treated like a child by Eric. She is supposed to obey no matter how she felt about the situation. Male chauvinism played a central role in how Eric contacted the affairs of his house.  After a fight, Eric instructed Mabel to feed the children (p.62). As per Eric's perception, her wife (Mabel) and the children were his property. Occasionally after a fight or quarrel, Eric would tell his wife (Mabel) that he decided to keep her to teach her a lesson of keeping her mouth shut (p.66).
In conclusion, though the couple did not have a peaceful marriage, they never laid charges to each other or walked out of their marriage. The fear of change might have caused Mabel to stay in the abusive marriage. Male chauvinism from Eric’s side worsened their marriage since his wife was against it, yet she was not willing to leave the union.
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